global academic community as a resource for reinterpreting our perceived strengths and weaknesses, our values, and the level of our commitment to improving society.
In this article I will discuss the evolution of this work, first providing an overview of this ongoing project and questions I have shared with colleagues in the US and overseas. Next, I will take a look at the connections that are currently being made between publicly engaged scholars in the US and abroad in order to provide some context for the project. I will naturally include the voices of my Asia-Pacific co-presenters at the Imagining America (IA) 2014 National Conference, as well as those of conference participants, as we actively reflected on the mechanics of internationally engaged scholarship. (Imagining America is a consortium of colleges, universities and cultural organisations aiming to strengthen public roles through research, action, coalition building and leadership development.) Finally, I will provide a summary of responses and three themes that emerged from my session at the conference.
These responses will frame a new model of internationally engaged scholarship and serve as a critical reflection on the practice of public scholarship overseas.
PROJECT OVERVIEW
How do emerging and experienced scholars from the Asia-Pacific become involved in civic life? How can I create ways of marrying my work in two academic homes around the theme of publicly engaged work? These were two of the questions that initially guided my journey as an early career American researcher who had just accepted his first faculty position at a university in Japan.
American scholars in Japan face the challenge of having to navigate several different cultures at the same time -the academic cultures they bring with them from the United States, the distinct culture of the Japanese workplace and the Japanese academic climate, and the dominant Japanese culture. These differences forced me to reflect on how international scholars and students in the US deal with their own challenges with cultures that are unfamiliar to them.
In the two years since I arrived in Japan, I have come to realise that at my university, one of Asia's top-ranked and internationally accredited business schools, and at many others spread across this region, few faculty members actively value or even consider community-based scholarship as a necessary component of academic fulfilment. In this sense, my university is, like many others, a purposefully isolated entity where many students and staff go to learn and develop ideas that are only loosely connected to the world surrounding them. This isolation stirred in me a desire to depict the context for my own internationally engaged activities while addressing the many gaps that exist between scholarship and practice at my new academic home. At domestic and international events across my new region I have been most interested in learning about whether and how other scholars choose to serve their communities, and how they perceive the work of scholars in the United States.
The goal of my workshop session at IA 2014, entitled 'Increasing Exchange Between Publicly Engaged Scholars Inside and Outside of the United States', and of this ongoing project is to focus on finding ways to connect American scholars with a network of higher education and research institutions that hold a commitment to research and service for community development overseas. Participant discussion at the conference was focused on understanding the value of developing partnerships with scholars from different cultures and disciplines, and on developing ways to logically increase the degree of exchange that takes place between publicly engaged scholars inside and outside the United States.
PROJECT CONTEXT
In this section I will take a quick look at the connections that are currently being made between publicly engaged scholars in the US and those overseas in order to provide some additional context for this project. IA's mission was initially designed to develop and sustain relationships with scholars from across disciplines and regions inside the United States, but IA is now beginning work to forge a more global identity. IA is not alone in acknowledging that higher education institutions do not exist in isolation from society or from the communities in which they are located. Other organisations have tailored their work towards strengthening the civic roles and responsibilities of higher education. On both small and large scales, universities are increasingly tackling community problems and enhancing quality of life by embedding public scholarship as a core mission alongside teaching and research (Hollister et al. 2012) . These universities are working to instil in their faculty, staff and students a sense of responsibility and commitment to the greater social good. 
UNUSUAL CONVERSATIONS
My session at IA 2014 focused specifically on the extent to which the potential of American scholarship can be realised when universities worldwide mobilise students, faculty, staff and citizens to develop programs of mutual benefit. The idea of expanding our collective imagination beyond the boundaries of the United States served as a starting point for the workshop. In addition to my two co-presenters from the Asia-Pacific, session participants included graduate students from diverse ethnic backgrounds, graduate exchange students from overseas, and faculty members from a range of disciplines and mixed cultural backgrounds.
The session continued, with researchers taking turns sharing their reasons for attending. The differences between their comments revealed a great deal about how conversations like these can prove valuable for scholars interested in making sense of the differences between their personal homes, academic homes and ethnic identities. These conversations were recorded, transcribed and analysed in order to make sense of some key themes of the session and this project. Janeke Thumbran, a doctoral student, was the first to share her reason for being in attendance. Like all of the graduate students at this session, Janeke was attending school in the United
States at the University of Minnesota. Like me, Janeke's research and home flowed between two different continents. Janeke had this to say: Vicky's plan to support cross-cultural understanding and integration in this way is also clearly connected to her own identity.
While some institutions and researchers in the United States are striving to apply their research in public settings for the sake of the greater good, in my new region I have repeatedly been exposed to what I see as a much more seamless and natural approach to conducting academic research. Following Vicky's presentation, my second virtual copresenter Chatree Preedaanthasuk, from Thailand, was asked by IA participants to share a summary of his research. Chatree conducted his doctoral study at Keio University in Tokyo, Japan.
Despite the distance between his academic and personal homes, Chatree's doctoral study in Tokyo on crisis management was rooted in improving the lived realities of community members in his ethnic home of Thailand where he now works as a professor.
Chatree approached me after a presentation I gave at an international conference in Japan and shared with me the methods he used to develop his crisis management framework. Chatree's influence as an academic at a top-ranking Japanese university gained him access to government officials at home, members of rescue teams and members of the community, who also assisted in the recovery efforts following a period of severe flooding in Thailand in 2011.
As the group completed introductions and began to focus on understanding the value of connecting committed American institutions with the missions of publicly engaged scholars overseas, the session took an exciting and unexpected turn. While some American scholars who were in attendance were interested in discussing ways to encourage their American students to seek, find and rethink their understanding of the world and civic engagement by experiencing life abroad, international scholars in attendance remarked that it was the American universities that needed to be more encouraging and receptive to the potential contributions of marginalised international voices at these very same institutions.
This striking contrast between American faculty members searching for ways to engage their ideologically isolated students with the wider world and young international scholars pursuing graduate study in the United States who felt as if they were being estranged from their campus communities was the first revelation of this session. In the following passages we can see how responses to this key theme unfolded, and how spirited the discussion became between session participants. 
SUMMARY OF RESPONSES
Three themes emerged from the conversations held during this At my university in Japan, I see many of the same issues occurring between the international exchange students and Japanese students. While the university has strong ties with 87 partner universities in 41 countries on 6 continents, and is attended by many students from these same universities every semester, the nature of the relationship between the university and these students continues to be misdirected at times. At my institution, it is the Japanese students who are asked to put on cultural performances, while the international exchange students' opportunities for engagement are often limited to traditional Japanese activities such as tea ceremony and flower arrangement.
While some of the students are visiting the university to have brief, semester-long Japanese experiences, and enjoy these cultural excursions, it is clear that both these students and the students pursuing longer periods of study (all of whom come from competitive academic environments overseas) also want to engage with and learn from their new classmates in more meaningful ways in the classroom, on campus and in the community. As a professor in the international exchange program, an advocate for programs that connect these two disparate groups of the university community, and as a liaison between the two, what I have found even more disheartening is the degree to which both the Japanese and international exchange students recognise that these types of structured interactions have been developed in order to preserve the status quo. 
TOWARD A NEW MODEL OF INTERNATIONALLY ENGAGED

SCHOLARSHIP
While there is evidence to suggest that it can be more effective for universities with shared social, cultural and economic contexts to work together before they partner with institutions overseas (Watson et al. 2011) , it is the responsibility of every inclusive organisation today to develop a conceptual framework for university civic engagement that includes the voices, narratives and best practices of those at the international level (Ellison & Eatman 2008) . If American institutions can gather and propagate global practices of civic engagement, and interpret these practices in the language, culture and context of each region, the possibilities for ideas expansion and our own collective imagination are boundless (Talloires Network 2010). When experts and emerging experts across disciplines partner with others who are receptive to and/or are seeking assistance with the intention of providing ongoing support, positive sustainability outcomes for both groups can become a reality (Eatman 2012) . In the future, scholars and university programs that do not actively seek out these partnerships will not be able to keep up with changes in practice and methodology (Boyer 2014) . As knowledge-making and information-sharing have become more readily accessible in parts of the world that had previously lacked access to technology and international perspectives, the need to understand the context for were surprised to see that we give this research a name, that we have special events for presenting this brand of research, and this has led to concern that their own work might not be what American researchers consider as valid. While it is critical that American institutions advocate for their communities and begin to expect their students and staff to play an active role in doing so as well, it is important they also recognise that, in some countries, the primary purpose of universities and colleges, some of which are older than the nations in which they are located, has always been to advance social development. It is also important to recognise that many scholars from around the world have an excellent grasp of the English language, but struggle to understand when English becomes pedantic. In order to build personal connections with researchers from outside the United States (and within), it is essential that we communicate using language that can be understood by people unfamiliar with the rhetoric of the academy and the demanding jargon we apply to our areas of expertise.
This new model of engaged scholarship includes a willingness to listen before speaking and to explore alternative ways of talking about what it means to be an academic today.
This new model must eliminate or minimise language that might alienate others. American researchers interested in serving their communities, both at home and abroad, must also be willing to look to international scholars, students and staff at their own institutions before looking outside for answers. This will help both parties to draw closer ideologically and develop new shared theories and local language that can be tested through collective action. Once this language has been developed, American researchers will be better prepared for, and more capable of, operating in a truly global context. 
